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When two statisticians met in a corridor at 
the University of Auckland back in 1990 they 
had no inkling that the initial of their first 
names would become the most commonly 
cited in mathematics. Jenny Rankine explains.
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Welcome
We’ve had some great feedback on the first two 
issues of  IMAges. We hope you enjoy this one just 
as much. It features our new MathsReach initiative, 
with a range of  items about the work and interests 
of  New Zealand mathematicians and statisticians 
and one of  the high-profile visitors brought to 
New Zealand by the NZIMA.
 Find out more from www.nzima.org.
Marston Conder and Vaughan Jones  
Co-Directors
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R> parameters(wh_best, component=4:5)[1:2,]

Using Maths to 
Manage Weeds 
and Invasive 
Species

From possums 
to dandeli-
ons, mice to 
didymo, New 
Zealand has 
more weeds 
and invasive 
species than 
almost any 
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Remote but live
In March, audience members around the 
country were able to participate live in 
Professor Marcus du Sautoy’s public lecture 
on the Music of  the Primes (see page 7).
The NZIMA and University of  Auckland/
BeSTGRID presented the lecture to 
participants at the Universities of  Auckland, 
Canterbury and Massey - Palmerston 
North and Albany campuses - and the 
Auckland University of  Technology using 
portable AccessGRID nodes on the Kiwi 
Advanced Research and Education Network 
(KAREN) courtesy of  BeSTGRID. 

Two-way video and audio meant that another 
100 people watching remotely were able to 
ask questions and participate in the discussion 
after the lecture with the 250 in one of  the 
two University of  Auckland lecture theatres 
needed for this event. In fact, the audience in 
other centres asked more questions than the 
one in Auckland.
Marston Conder, a NZIMA co-director, 
described the broadcast as a landmark event 
in New Zealand mathematics. Many remote 
participants had never been part of  a lecture 
like this before, and many wanted to do 
similar broadcasts themselves.
Presenters can write their usual whiteboard 

notes on a tablet laptop, which is then 
projected up onto a wall for the audience.

www.math.auckland.ac.nz/~bonning/
video/marcus-du-sautoy.wmv for a sample 
video of  the lecture on AccessGRID
www.bestgrid.org/index.php/Main_Page  
for information about the BeSTGRID and 
AccessGRID technologies
Associate Professor Paul Bonnington, 
Director of  BeSTGRID, phone 09 373 
7599 x 86623 or 021 623 206, email 
p.bonnington@auckland.ac.nz
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Jenny Rankine talks with an Auckland researcher who helped export 
New Zealand mathematics solutions around the world.
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